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4.   PRIMER SEISIN.   The right to the first year's revenue after
the death of a tenant.   This right eventually belonged to the
king alone.

All these four incidents were of great value, and unscrupulous
kings like John made a lot of money in that way. Marriages
in particular were valuable. They varied m cost, the highest
recorded is that of Isabel, Countess of Gloucester, in Henry Ill's
reign, for which Geoffrey de Mandeville paid 20,000 marks.

5,  ESCHEAT.   By this lands without an heir went to the king.
Profits of Jurisdiction.   The mediaeval idea of jurisdiction was

inextricably mixed up with money. Indeed, it has been well
said that' mediaeval justice was mostly finance, though mediaeval
finance was not always justice'. Among the early German
races, with whom pecuniary punishments were universal, the
idea was general that two indemnities were due, the bot
or payment to the injured and the wite or payment to the
king or whoever hdd the jurisdiction. It was thought only fair
that he who took the trouble to decide the case and maintain
the law should be paid for his work. By the eleventh century
a good deal of private jurisdiction had arisen and the king had
granted away many of his rights to others, but in all such grants
there were some pleas always reserved for the Crown. They vary
usually from three to six. The six were: housebreaking, breach of
the king's peace, highway robbery, murder, entertaining an out-
law, and adultery.

Other Sources of Revenue. There were several other smaller
items, rather of the nature of windfalls, in the royal revenue;
some of them exist to-day. Such were waifs or goods thrown
away by the thief in his flight, strayed animals with no owner,
wreck, whales and great sturgeons, treasure trove. To these may
be fid(Jed two others that do not appear till the next century,
bi$ may be mentioned here for the sake of completion ;

(a)  Payment by the towns for liberties and charters*

(b)   Payment for grants of fairs and markets,

Danegeld. This was the only due in the eleventh century that
we should call a direct tax. It originated in the tenth century